WHAT
HAPPENS
WHEN | GIVE .
THIS BIG
GUY A BIT OF
PRIME RIB.

On Tuesday, Fayetteville vot-
ers will go to the polls to vote
“for” or “against” Road Impact
Fees. We say vote FOR.

The Free Weekly rarely weighs
in on issues, but we’re leaving
our normally neutral ground and
here’s why.

There’s a lot of confusion
about this issue. The amount
of money developers and affili-
ated sectors are spending on
their propaganda campaign is
astounding. But that’s okay. What
isn’t okay are their subliminally
deceptive tactics. It comes close
to outright lies.

You've probably seen the black,
red and white signs around town
or their newspaper ads urging
you to “vote against double taxa-
tion.”

What'’s wrong with that state-
ment? A lot.

Those who don’t thoroughly

understand the issue are led
to believe that a “for” vote will
increase your taxes. Wrong! It’s
just the opposite.

The issue that is up for vote is
not a tax at all, but an impact fee.
Impact fees are something new
in our community. In other com-
munities they’ve been around for
a while. They are a good tool.

. Vote for impact fees

The propaganda reads
“Remember-you pay, not the
developers!” also wrong!

In a nutshell impact fees are
charged to those who make the
impact-primarily developers.
New growth and development
requires additional city services
and infrastructure, whether
it’s roads, water supply, sewer
plant, fire and police services,
parks, road maintenance-the list
goes on and on and someone
has to pay. If those making the
impact don’t pay through impact
fees, citizens pay through more
taxes.

Folks, you voted not too long
ago for more taxes to pay for
the new water and sewer plant,
which is needed to support all
the new growth. Are you ready
for more?

Voting “for” impact fees on
Tuesday puts the burden on the

‘backs of those who are making

the impact. If impact fees are
voted down, you will be paying
more taxes.

Another thing that bothers
us about the campaign against
impact fees is the name of
the organization paying for
it: Citizens4Fayetteville. The
name is similar to the progres-

sive group that was active a few
years ago that promoted smart
growth, environmental issues
and sustainability: Friends For
Fayetteville. The two are dead
opposites, but those who vote
on an issue according to what
groups support it, can be easily
confused.

We’re also bothered by the
actions, or in this case, non-
action, by the city administration,
with the mayor at the helm. The
last time a similar issue came to
vote, the city did a bang-up job
of educating voters. This time
not a peep.

Most importantly, those who
will be hurt the most if we do
not impose impact fees are the
elderly. They are the ones who
have been paying for our city
infrastructure for 40, 50, even
60 years.

We are driving the elderly
and economically underpow-
ered out of their homes because
they can’t pay their water bills
and taxes, both of which have
risen drastically to support the
new infrastructure necessary
for new subdivisions and new
development.

Go to the polls on Tuesday, and
vote “for” Road Impact Fees.



